Guidelines for better data visualizations:

e Show the data - not all the data must be shown, but the values important to
the argument should be highlighted.

¢ Reduce the clutter - remove unnecessary visual elements that may distract
the reader from the central data such as a heavy tick marks or gridlines,
overlapping markers, textured gradients, and too much text.

o Integrate the graphics and the text - remove legends when possible and label
data directly, write the title like a newspaper headline, and add explainers if
necessary.

o Avoid the spaghetti chart - don’t include too much information in a single
graph.

o Start with gray - the visualization that is submitted doesn’t need to show the
gray, but it should demonstrate a purposeful use of color.

Keep Accessibility in Mind

e High Color Contrast
e Textsize
e Fontstyle
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