
Guidelines for better data visualizations: 

  

• Show the data – not all the data must be shown, but the values important to 
the argument should be highlighted. 

• Reduce the clutter – remove unnecessary visual elements that may distract 
the reader from the central data such as a heavy tick marks or gridlines, 
overlapping markers, textured gradients, and too much text. 

• Integrate the graphics and the text – remove legends when possible and label 
data directly, write the title like a newspaper headline, and add explainers if 
necessary. 

• Avoid the spaghetti chart – don’t include too much information in a single 
graph. 

• Start with gray – the visualization that is submitted doesn’t need to show the 
gray, but it should demonstrate a purposeful use of color. 

 
Keep Accessibility in Mind 

 
• High Color Contrast  
• Text size 
• Font style 

 
Examples 

 

  

Learned about 
tools that can help 

me see better.
30.00%

Learned more 
about my eyes 

and my eye 
condition.

27.50%

Learned more 
about what I 

can see.
27.50%

Other
15.00%

Benefits from Low Vision 
Evaluation
% of total from from the 
Florida Low Vision Initiative 
Participant Exit Survey

30% of 
participants from 
the Florida Low 
Vision Initiative 
reported the 
benefit was 
learning about 
helpful tools. 
What could this 
mean for technical 
assistance 
services by local 
agencies? 



 
 

  
 

Non-Examples 
 

 
 

"I got the right tools 
and learned how to 

use them"

Benefited 
a "little 

bit"

Do not 
know

60% were in the 40% were in the
blue category red category 

Of the 987,654 people we studied…

Benefits from Low Vision 
Evaluation 
Participants response to "other" 
benefits  



 


